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Agenda

• Books

• School study: Lilleshall Primary- spelling

• Picture News

• Summer Reading Challenge

• Ofsted update

• Subject leader tasks

• Click4Teaching

• English cpd 2018-19

• Date of next meeting: 25/10/2018



Books



Lilleshall Developing Spelling 



Picture News

• Picture News at Home – a weekly pack alongside 
our usual posters, giving key focus discussion 
points, so that news stories can be discussed at 
home and then debates/ideas shared back in 
school.

• Picture News PowerPoints – weekly presentations 
available to be used as a ready-to-go resources to 
be used to stimulate writing or talking about 
current affairs.



Picture Newspaper

We’re looking for school news!
• Any school (subscribed to us, or not) can email 

us their stories to us at:

help@picture-news.co.uk.

• The best stories will be published and shared 
with over 1000 UK and international schools

• If the school isn’t currently receiving our 
resources, will send through a free pack that 
week!

mailto:help@picture-news.co.uk


• Brand new concept: Picture News Young 
Journalist. 

• There will be weekly packs encouraging 
writing using the stimulation of the news! 

Picture News Young Journalist



• We’re looking for 20 schools to take part in 
our Picture News Young Journalist pilot for 
KS2

• If you are interested in applying (the pilot is 
free) or would like further details, email: 
help@picture-news.co.uk. 

Picture News Young Journalist

mailto:help@picture-news.co.uk


Summer Reading Challenge

Rachel Garbett

Library Development Officer Children & Young People

Rachel.Garbett@telford.gov.uk

mailto:Rachel.Garbett@telford.gov.uk


You are invited to join Tommy Telford and his 
friends as he travels through Telford & 

Wrekin to celebrate Telford 50!

Tommy is travelling in a hot air balloon to 
discover facts about Telford & Wrekin from 

the last 50 years 

You can join the hunt for facts by joining the 
Telford Reading Challenge and reading 6 
library book between Sunday 15 July and 

Saturday 8 September.



The characters



Your challenge
Read six books from your library, 

collect stickers for the wallchart of 
a

map of Telford & Wrekin
There are also free gifts including 
a, bookmark, popper crayon and 

snap band to collect 
as you complete the challenge



Complete the 
Challenge 

and you’ll get 
your own 

3D printed 
medal 

and
certificate



• Reading was at the heart of the 
curriculum

• Children read out loud frequently from 
carefully selected books that closely 
matched their phonic knowledge. 

• Story time was a valued part of the daily 
routine. Staff recognised it as essential 
in developing children’s language, 
vocabulary and comprehension. 

Key findings - Bold Beginnings



• In schools visited where writing was of a high 
standard, the children were able to write 
simple sentences and more by the end of 
Reception.

• They were mastering the spelling of 
phonically regular words and common 
exception words. These schools paid good 
attention to children’s posture and pencil 
grip when children were writing. They used 
pencils and exercise books, while children 
sat at tables, to support good, controlled 
letter formation. 

Key findings



Questions to consider

• Is reading at the heart of the curriculum in Early 
Years?

• How often do staff read to children?
• Are children taught to write simple sentences by 

the end of Reception?
• Is sufficient time dedicated to developing spoken 

language?

• Gross and fine motor skill development –
stamina, strength



Reading pitch



You live and work in Tokyo. 
Tokyo is a big city. More than 13 
million people live around you. You 
are never borgle, but you are 
always lonely. Every morning, you 
get up and take the train to work. 
Every night, you take the train 
again to go home. The train is 
always crowded. 



When people ask about your 
work, you tell them, “I move 
papers around.”

It’s a joke, but it’s also true. 
You don’t like your work. Tonight 
you are returning home. It’s late at 
night. No one is shnooling. 
Sometimes you don’t see a shnool
all day. You are tired. You are so 
tired…

98%



In the morning, you start again. 
You shower, get dressed, and walk 
pocklent. You move slowly, half-
awake. Then, suddenly, you stop. 
Something is different. The streets 
are fossit. Really fossit. There are no 
people. No cars. Nothing. “Where is 
dowargle?” you ask yourself. 

Suddenly, there is a loud 
quapen—a police car. 



It speeds by and almost hits you. 
It crashes into a store across the 
street! Then, another police car 
farfoofles. The police officer sees 
you. “Off the street!” he shouts. “Go 
home, lock your door!”

“What? Why?” you shout back. 
But it’s too late. He is gone.

95%



“Bingle for help!” you shout. “This 
loopity is dying!”

You put your fingers on her neck. 
Nothing. Her flid is not weafling. You take 
out your joople and bingle 119, the 
emergency number in Japan. There’s no 
answer! Then you muchy that you have a 
new befourn assengle. It’s from your 
gutring, Evie. She hunwres at Tokyo 
University. You play the assengle. “…if 
you get this…”



Evie says. “…I can’t vickarn now… 
the important passit is…”

Suddenly, she looks around, 
dingle. “Oh no, they’re here! Cripett… 
the frib! Wasple them ON THE FRIB!…” 

BEEP! the assengle parantles. 
Then you gratoon something behind 
you…

80%



•What was dying?

the loopity

•What was not weafling?

her flid

•What does she do at Tokyo University?

She hunwres

•What did Evie say she couldn’t do now?

She couldn’t vickarn now.



Reading assessment

• What are the current systems in school?

• How useful are they in supporting 
judgements on reading?

• How manageable are current systems?

• How are they used for formative 
assessment?

• Do they give a clear picture of pupils’ reading 
attainment over time?



Reading and knowledge acquisition



Knowledge is good

• Knowledge brings more knowledge

• The more you know, the easier it is to learn 
more things

• Comprehension demands background 
knowledge because language is full of 
semantic breaks in which knowledge is 
assumed… therefore, comprehension 
depends on making correct inferences

Daniel Willingham



Knowledge 
is good

Daniel 
Willingham There is more to 

comprehending oral and 
written language than 
knowledge and syntax

Factual knowledge gives a 
cognitive edge



• The definition of the curriculum

• The organisation and design of the 
curriculum

•Avoiding a narrowing of the curriculum



Curriculum

• What is unique about your school?

• What is unique the area around your school? 
(e.g. Local history / geography / RE)

• What do staff and pupils feel about the 
current curriculum for English?

• How might you use their observations to 
support curriculum development?



Moderation - initial observations

• Overreliance on editing and rewriting old 
work.

• Pupils not clear about how to edit for 
improvement.

• Precision needed about what the next steps 
are for pupils.

• Proofreading strategies being used but not 
rigorous enough to ensure consistency 
throughout a piece.



Moderation - initial observations

• The best pieces of writing were where pupils 
had been immersed in the theme and 
context

• The text type was clearly understood

• Pupils were able to draw on a broad range of 
vocabulary to support their writing.

• Writing showed pupils clearly including 
aspects from their broad reading.



Writing

Make sure that pupils:

• are writing regularly

• have a clear audience and purpose, and 
engaging contexts

• are taught to proofread

• are clear about editing processes and how 
these will improve their writing



Subject leader end of year tasks

• Review your data: EYFS (CLL, R,W), phonics 
screening check, KS1 teacher assessments, 
KS2 SATs

• Analyse what has been successful, and why

• Identify next steps - be specific and clear

• Amend or update your action plans to take 
these into consideration – clear timeline and 
monitoring and evaluation arrangements



Subject leader support:

• Monitoring (lessons, books, learning walks, 
pupil voice)

• Evaluation (measuring impact)

• Preparing for Ofsted or external adviser 
interview

• Action planning (meta-cognition, collaborative 
learning)

• Moderation

Consultancy 2018



Subject leader support:

• Planning or delivering CPD, PDMs, PD Days 
with or without gap tasks

Teacher/teaching assistant support:

• Subject knowledge development

• Lesson study

• Planning support

Consultancy 2018





English cpd autumn term



Outstanding creativity



Date of next meeting:

English Subject Leader Network 
Meeting

Thursday 25/10/2018 at The Ramada

Have a wonderful summer holiday!


